IV.
OFFA'S IMITATION OF AN AEAB DINAK.

(See Figure, p. 89.)

THE gold coin of Offa, which forms the subject of this
paper, formed lot 269 of the Carlyon-Britton Sale and
was acquired for the British Museum collection, which
already possessed one of the very few other known gold
Saxon coins (that of Wigmund, Archbishop of York,
837-854 A.D.).

It is only five years since Mr. Carlyon-Britton read a
long paper on this piece to the British Numismatic
Society, which was afterwards published in the British
Numismatic Journal, 1908, pp. 35-73. Mr. Carlyon-
Britton, after recapitulating the evidence, comes to the
same conclusion as Longperier and Kenyon, the previous
writers on this coin, namely, that it is a gold mancus
expressly struck for payment of Peter's Pence to the
Pope. In this paper I am approaching the question from,
a different point of view, which may justify me in once
more discussing this important coin ; sufficient emphasis
has not been laid by previous writers on the fact
that the piece is an imitation of an Arab dinar, and the
conclusions to be drawn from this fact.

Previous writers have been content to take the piece
as evidence that Arab dinars circulated in England; but
it is necessary to investigate whether Arab dinars were
known to Offa and how they came to England.- It is
well known that enormous quantities of Arab coins have